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Lead in Drinking Water

Lead is a naturally occurring element in

our environment. Consequently, our

water supply is expected to contain small,
undetectable amounts of lead. However, most of
the lead in household water usually comes from
the plumbing in your own home, not from the
local water supply. The U.S. EPA estimates that
more than 40 million U.S. residents use water
that can contain lead in excess of EPA’s Action
Level of 15 ppb.

Lead in drinking water is a concern because
young children, infants and fetuses appear to be
particularly vulnerable to lead poisoning. A dose
that would have little effect on an adult can
have a big effect on a small body. On average,

it is estimated that lead in drinking water
contributes between 10% and 20% of the total
lead exposure in young children.

All kinds of water, however, may have high
levels of lead. We maintain our drinking water
supply at an optimum pH and mineral content
level to help prevent corrosion in your home’s
pipes. To reduce lead levels in your drinking
water you should flush

your cold-water pipes e

by running the water

until it becomes as cold

as it will get (anywhere |
from five seconds to

two minutes or longer)

and use only water from
the cold-water tap for
drinking, cooking, and
especially for making

baby formula. Hot

water is likely to contain

higher levels of lead.

For more information,
please call the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline
at (800) 426-4791.
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Continuing Our Commitment

Once again we proudly present our
annual water quality report. This edition
covers all testing completed from January
through December 2005. We are pleased
to tell you that our compliance with all
state and federal drinking water laws
remains exemplary. As in the past, we

are committed to delivering the best
quality drinking water. To that end, we
remain vigilant in meeting the challenges
of source water protection, water
conservation, and community education
while continuing to serve the needs of all
of our water users.

For more information about this report,
or for any questions relating to your
drinking water, please call Skip Beahm,
Operations Manager, at (360) 447-3500.

\ -

Information on the Internet
he U.S. EPA Office of Water

(www.epa.gov/watrhome) and
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (www.cdc.gov) Web
sites provide a substantial amount
of information on many issues
relating to water resources, water
conservation and public health.
Also, the Washington Department
of Health Division of Drinking
Water has a Web site (www.doh.
wa.gov/ehp/dw) that provides
complete and current information
on water issues in our own state.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

Silverdale Water District’s customers are fortunate because we enjoy an abundant groundwater
supply. Our 15 wells are drilled in three distinct zones: the Shallow Aquifer, the Sea Level Aquifer,
and the Deep Aquifer. Combined, our wells can produce up to 6,520 gallons of water per minute.
These aquifers are not exposed to air and are not subject to direct pollution and contamination. In
fact, groundwater is the highest quality water available to meet the public health demand of water
intended for human consumption.

The state has determined that Silverdale Water District’s sources have a low to moderate risk of
contamination. A copy of the assessment is available at the district office.

—

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immunocompromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants may be
particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their
health care providers. The U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention)
guidelines on appropriate means

o lesan B i Community Participation
of infection by -
Cryptosporidium ou are invited to attend our
\  and other microbial board of commissioners meeting
T tSvare and voice your concerns about your
R b o iche drinking water. We meet the first
Safe Drinking Thursday of every month beginning
Nater Hotline at at 9 a.m. at the district office
(800) 426-4791. located at 5300 NW Newberry Hill

Road, Silverdale, WA.
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Sampling Results

e are pleased to report that during the last year, the water delivered to your home or business complied with, or did

better than, all state and federal requirements. The table below shows only those contaminants that were detected in
the water. Although all of the substances listed here are under the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) set by the U.S.
EPA, we feel it is important that you know exactly what was detected and how much of the substance was present in the
water. The state requires us to monitor for certain substances less than once per year because the concentration of these
substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample data are included, along with the year in which
the sample was collected.

REGULATED SUBSTANCES

YEAR AMOUNT RANGE

SUBSTANCE (UNITS) SAMPLED MCL MCLG DETECTED LOW-HIGH VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE

Arsenic (ppb) 2004 10’ 0 8 2-8 No Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from
orchards; Runoff from glass and electronics
production wastes

Nitrate (ppm) 2005 10 10 1.46 0.5-1.46 No Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from
septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from 30 homes throughout the service area

AMOUNT HOMES
YEAR ACTION DETECTED ABOVE
SUBSTANCE (UNITS) SAMPLED LEVEL MCLG (90TH%TILE) ACTION LEVEL  VIOLATION TYPICAL SOURCE
Lead (ppb) 2003 15 0 8 1 No Corrosion of household plumbing systems;

Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives

'These arsenic values were effective January 23, 2006; however, during 2005 the MCL was 50 ppb and there was no MCLG. While your drinking water meets the U.S. EPA's
standard for arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. The U.S. EPA's standard balances the current understanding of arsenic’s possible health effects against the costs of
removing arsenic from drinking water. The U.S. EPA continues to research the health effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known to cause cancer in humans at high
concentrations and is linked to other health effects such as skin damage and circulatory problems.

Table Definitions

AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment
or other requirements which a water system must follow.

MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

NA: Not applicable

ND: Not detected

ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per billion parts water (or micrograms per liter).
ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million parts water (or milligrams per liter).

TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant
in drinking water.



